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Say 'I Do' to Your Dream 
Destination	

Your Expert Guide to Destination Weddings & Honeymoons in 2026	
	

Congratulations, lovebirds! 💍 You're engaged — and the whole world just became your venue. 
Whether you're dreaming of exchanging vows on a cliffside in Italy, a candlelit beach in Mexico, 
or a lush villa in Bali, the possibilities are breathtaking. The right destination wedding or 
honeymoon doesn't just happen — it's crafted with intention, insider knowledge, and a little 
magic. That's where I come in.	

I'm Claudia, your travel expert and personal guide at Sweet Carolina Travels. Below I've 
rounded up everything that's sizzling — and what's fizzling — for 2026, so your love story 
unfolds in the most stunning chapter imaginable.	

	

💍  What's HOT: Destination Wedding Locations	
	

These locations are absolutely on fire for 2026 — stunning, accessible, and unforgettable:	

• 🌊 Mexico (Riviera Maya & Los Cabos) — America's sweetheart destination. Dramatic 
desert-meets-ocean scenery, luxury all-inclusives, and no passport needed for most of your 
guests. Cenotes, Mayan ruins, and endless romance await.	

• 🍷 Italy (Tuscany, Amalfi Coast, Lake Como) — Ancient villas, rolling vineyards, legendary 
cuisine, and that golden light. If you want timeless elegance, Italy delivers every single time.	

• 🌺 Jamaica & the Bahamas — Reggae vibes meet barefoot luxury. Jamaica is relaxed and 
soul-warming; the Bahamas is crystal-clear sophistication. Both are rising fast in 2026 
bookings.	

• 🏝 Dominican Republic — Jaw-dropping value without sacrificing beauty. Think wide 
stretches of white sand, lush greenery, and world-class resorts that won't break the bank.	

• 🏛 Greece (Santorini, Mykonos, Rhodes) — For couples who want architectural drama, blue 
domes, and sunsets that bring tears. Resort buyouts here are trending for intimate groups.	

	

🔥  Trending NOW: Wedding Styles & Experiences	
	



• 📅 Multi-Day 'Wed-cations' — Couples are transforming their weddings into 3–5 day 
celebration journeys. Welcome dinners, day trips, farewell brunches — your guests actually 
want to attend every minute.	

• 🏨 Resort & Villa Buyouts — Exclusive, private, and intimate. More couples are purchasing 
out entire boutique resorts for their wedding group — ultimate luxury with a personal touch.	

• 🎨 Bold, Vibrant Color Palettes — The 'sad beige' era is OVER. 2026 is embracing rich jewel 
tones, tropical hues, and dramatic florals that actually match the destination.	

• 🌿 Eco-Conscious Celebrations — Over half of today's couples are prioritizing sustainability. 
Zero-waste florals, locally sourced menus, carbon-offset travel. Love the Earth while you 
celebrate your love.	

• 🌅 Sky Terraces & Elevated Venues — Classic beach ceremonies are taking a back seat to 
elevated terraces, rooftop gazebos, and clifftop settings with panoramic views.	

	

💑  What's HOT: Honeymoon Destinations	
	

The world's most romantic corners are calling. Here's where couples are heading in 2026:	

• 🌸 Bali, Indonesia — The global honeymoon capital of 2026. Temple ceremonies at sunrise, 
jungle hideaways, private pool villas, and spiritual experiences that reset your soul. Nothing 
compares.	

• 🌊 The Maldives — Overwater bungalows. Turquoise infinity. Private dinners on the 
sandbank. If you want pure seclusion and luxury, this is the answer.	

• ⛩ Japan — Quietly emerging as 2026's most romantic surprise. Impeccable hospitality, 
ancient shrines, cherry blossoms, kaiseki dinners, and a pace of life that feels like a dream.	

• 🌴 Costa Rica — For the adventurous couple. Hike a volcano in the morning, surf at sunset, 
and dine by candlelight in the rainforest. Eco-lodges here are absolutely thriving.	

• 🏛 Greek Islands (Beyond Santorini) — Naxos, Paros, and the Peloponnese coast are where 
savvy honeymooners are heading — fewer crowds, deeper culture, longer stays.	

• ✨ French Polynesia (Bora Bora & Tahiti) — The gold standard of romance. Crystal lagoons, 
overwater bungalows, and a level of tranquility money can barely buy.	

	

🐢  The Big Trend: 'Slowmance' Honeymoons	
	

The hottest honeymoon trend of 2026 has a name: Slowmance. Couples are ditching rushed, 
multi-country itineraries in favor of 2–3 week deep dives into one region. Fewer flights, more 
presence, real cultural immersion — and actually coming home feeling rested. Think: two weeks 
in Bali. Fifteen days on the Amalfi Coast. A full month in Japan. You're starting a marriage, not 
checking off a bucket list.	



	

🚫  What to AVOID in 2026	
	

• ❌ Rushing your honeymoon across 5 countries in 10 days — You'll spend your entire 
honeymoon in transit, living out of a suitcase. Slow down. You have a lifetime of travel 
ahead.	

• ❌ The 'sad beige' decor trend — Endless creams, blushes, and neutrals are on their way out. 
Embrace the destination's colors and let the landscape speak!	

• ❌ Oversized destination wedding guest lists — Not everyone will be able to travel. Inviting 
200 people to a destination wedding creates stress (and awkward declines). Keep it intimate; 
those who show up will cherish it forever.	

• ❌ Skipping travel insurance — This one is non-negotiable. Hurricanes, flight cancellations, 
lost luggage — protecting your investment protects your peace of mind.	

• ❌ Waiting too long to book — Top venues in Italy, Greece, and Bali are booking 18–24 
months in advance. The sooner you lock it in, the better your choices.	

• ❌ DIY-ing your destination wedding without local expertise — Without a local coordinator 
and a travel advisor who knows the destination, small details turn into big headaches.	

	

💡  Claudia's Pro Tips for Planning Your Dream Trip	
	
💡

 TIP #1 — Start Early	
Destination weddings at luxury venues fill up 18–24 months in advance. Lock in your date, 
venue, and travel advisor NOW — even if the details come later.	

	
💡

 TIP #2 — Always Have a Weather Backup	
Even paradise has off-seasons. Your planner should have an elegant Plan B for rain, wind, or 
anything Mother Nature throws your way. Non-negotiable.	

	 💡

 TIP #3 — Hire Local Expertise	
A local wedding coordinator + a travel advisor (hi, that's me!) = the dream team. Local 
vendors know the venues, the vendors, and the tricks that turn a good wedding into a 
legendary one.	

	 💡

 TIP #4 — Group Travel Perks Are Real	



When you book a group block through a travel advisor, you unlock perks your guests can't get 
on their own — room upgrades, welcome gifts, group dinner reservations. Let me handle this 
for you.	

	

💡  TIP #5 — Consider Combining the Wedding + Honeymoon	
Arriving 2–3 days early as a couple, hosting the wedding, then staying behind for your 
honeymoon is the ultimate flow. One destination, one suitcase, pure magic.	

	

	

Ready to Start Planning Your Dream Wedding or 
Honeymoon?	

Your love story deserves a destination as extraordinary as your future together. I'll handle every 
detail — from venue scouting to group travel logistics — so you can focus on what matters: 

celebrating the beginning of forever.	

📞  Book Your FREE Planning Call with Claudia Today	
claudia@sweetcarolinatravels.com	
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